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Dear Ms. McIntosh,
Universal Paraplegic Services (UPS) is a non-profit organization dedicated to help those who are affected by spinal cord injuries. Currently, we have about 150 clients here in Calgary. With 9 offices across Alberta, we are able to help about 500 clients each year. The Executive Director is Clark Terry and the President of the Board of Directors is Drew Bruce.

Our services include:

· Peer Counseling and Support

· Rehabilitation Counseling
· Vocational/Employment Services

· Information Services and Community Advocacy
We would like to continue to help those affected by spinal cord injuries and to do so we could really use the support from EnCorp. We want to start a program here in Calgary next fall (September 2009) that sends our clients out to all levels of public schools to educate children about spinal cord injuries. From talking with our clients we have found that the majority of them didn’t know anything about spinal cord injuries prior to their own. In addition, they say that people tend to be apprehensive asking them questions about their injuries. There are also a number of things that people can do to live safe and prevent injuries. We feel that our program would teach children at an early age and would really benefit them.
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The need for this program is urgent. The graph below shows that injuries and healthcare costs have risen dramatically in Alberta in recent years.  We believe our program will level this trend.

With your help we can help prevent spinal cord injuries.

In order to launch this program successfully, we would need a donation of $80,000. We have the people willing to participate in this program; we just need the money to be able to transport them to schools and to be able to produce handout materials for the students. 
The following is a simplified budget for our 2009-2010 program:
· $60,000 for a van that can transport people with disabilities

· $10,000 for travelling expenses
· $10,000 for creating and printing handout materials

Between 2009 and 2010, we want to go to about 100 schools here Calgary. By educating all the children at each school about the different types of injuries, where to go for help and how to prevent them, we will teach children how to play safe and potentially reduce the number of spinal cord injuries in Calgary. 
We want to run this program every year and potentially spread it across Alberta to our other offices. In order to do that, we need this new van so that the following years we will just need to raise money for the gas and the materials. This new van would be painted with our programs name (which is still undecided) and the link to our website for more information. 
We would love to show our appreciation by having a “Provided by EnCorp” label on our van. We will also like to put the EnCorp logo on our printed materials.  You will be invited to have a company representative speak at the program launch. The event Master of Ceremonies will be Lance Strong and should attract all the major media who will cover the story in local and national publications and broadcasts.
Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have any further questions please contact me. We hope that EnCorp chooses to support our worthy cause by donating the $80,000 to kick start our new program for 2009. Like EnCorp, the Universal Paraplegic Services wants to make a difference right here in our community.
Sincerely,

Sid MacKenna
Fund Development Volunteer

Universal Paraplegic Services  
“Last year I became a paraplegic due to a horrific car accident when we slipped on some black





“We were coming back from a job on a rig when our truck slid on some black ice and rolled. I was the only one with serious injuries. A week after the accident I laid there in the Spinal Cord Injury Unit at the Foothills Hospital overwhelmed with how I was going to go on. One morning an ambassador from the Universal Paraplegic Services (UPS) rolled into my room and told me to call her if I wanted any help or support. I’m so happy I made that call when I got out. I had a lot of questions regarding my new life and my counselor from the UPS was able to answer all of them. She was able to help me find a new job, learn how to get around the city and introduced me to a lot of people who had gone through the same thing. With the help from my counselor and the UPS, I actually feel like I’ve made a full recovery.” – Oscar James, UPS client since 2007
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Oscar James has returned to work and thanks UPS for helping him get there.





“Education about spinal cord injuries is one of the most effective ways of reducing the risk of injury, reducing healthcare costs and improving the well-being of people in all walks of life.”


Dr. Ray Jones  AlbertaHealth








